E1626

| have had the privilege of knowing and
working with Tom for many years. He is with-
out peer and his calm demeanor and inspired
leadership will be sorely missed.

While serving as President, Tom revamped
Canada College’s planning process and
turned it into a state leader in the accreditation
process. He helped establish new four-year
degrees in art, psychology, human services
and business administration by forging new re-
lationships with nearby Notre Dame de Namur
University. Under Tom’s watch, Canada start-
ed the Center for Teacher Efficacy to provide
professional development opportunities for
San Mateo County high school teachers. He
also developed an Honors Transfer Program
designed to support highly motivated students
as they pursue their educational goals.

Tom attracted more than $3 million in grants
for Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics education at the college, estab-
lished the Veterans Resource and Opportunity
Center, and expanded the school’s study
abroad program. For these and other accom-
plishments, President Mohr received the 2010
Shirley B. Gordon Award of Distinction from
Phi Theta Kappa, the national honor society
for two year colleges.

Tom holds a Bachelor of Science from St.
Louis University and a Master of Arts from the
University of San Francisco. He has been an
educator on the San Francisco Peninsula
since working as a Chemistry teacher in the
Jefferson Union High School District in 1961.
Since then, Tom has served in nearly every
capacity an educator can—teacher, principal,
assistant superintendent, superintendent and
most recently, college president.

Ironically, Tom thought he had retired six
years ago when he left the San Mateo Union
High School District. But, ever the public serv-
ant, when his community came calling, Tom
answered. He agreed to serve as Canada’s
President on an interim basis, not knowing
that it would stretch into a six-year commit-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, everyone in this body knows
that there are no easy solutions to improving
education in America. Were it only possible to
clone a thousand or so Tom Mohrs, our na-
tion’s students would, indeed, be in capable
hands. Since we can’t do that, we are best
served to simply follow his example and learn
from the many lessons this lifelong educator
has taught us.

——

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE BOOKER
T. WASHINGTON LEARNING CEN-
TER ON THEIR 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 14, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
enthusiasm that | rise to congratulate The
Booker T. Washington Learning Center as
they reach their 25th milestone. This accom-
plishment has been achieved through dedica-
tion and committed service to the most vulner-
able children and their families in my Congres-
sional District.

Since 1986, thousands of families have
found support, opportunity and resources that
have made a life-changing difference through
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the Booker T. Washington Learning Center.
They have made it possible for people in my
community to not only survive, but thrive. The
center was originally founded under the parent
organization, East Harlem Churches and Com-
munity Urban Center by Reverend Leroy
Ricksy who decided to help four children being
raised by their grandmother. Today, the learn-
ing center led by Executive Director, Reverend
Kimberly Wright, has expanded its services to
include an after school program, Saturday
readings, adult education, summer camp, col-
lege preparation and support, and art therapy.
There is a very personal approach taken at
Booker T. They offer children, teens, and
adults the extra that they need in order to find
success.

The Learning Center is able to look back
over these 25 years and feel proud of the in-
vestment that they have made in so many
lives. They have watched their children grow
up to be extremely responsible, hard working,
and productive citizens. There are so many
who have overcome learning disabilities,
achieved academic success—even in a failing
school system, graduated high school and
gone on to college. It continues to be a cor-
nerstone in my beloved East Harlem Commu-
nity for families who would otherwise not be
able to afford quality services for their children
and have no place to turn. Their programs
meet the needs of many who are in desperate
need of guidance and academic support. The
small group of young people the learning cen-
ter started with are all enjoying their careers,
their families, and their lives. They have over-
come poverty and beaten the odds.

Booker T. could not exist if it were not for
people who believe in our youngsters and
their work. They are most fortunate in having
the most dedicated group of staff and volun-
teers that continue to ensure that Booker T.
offers quality enrichment programs that move
people from poverty and despair to independ-
ence and hope.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in celebrating with the staff
and wonderful volunteers at the Booker T.
Washington Learning Center on their mile-
stone. Let's encourage others to help pro-
grams like these to ensure that they continue
to offer a helping hand to our fragile families
and make certain that each child in our great
nation find a second home, a second family,
and a second school in our learning institu-
tions.

———

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION RE-
GARDING THE USE OF LIBYA’S
FROZEN ASSETS

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 14, 2011

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to introduce a resolution expressing the
sense of Congress that Libya’s frozen assets
be used to pay for humanitarian relief and mili-
tary operations associated with the current
conflict in that country.

Since Libyan dictator Muammar Qaddafi re-
sponded to peaceful demonstrations by attack-
ing Libya’s own citizens, the United States has
been actively engaged with our international
allies in thwarting the ability of the Qaddafi re-
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gime to visit violence, murder, and destruction
on the people of Libya. This past February,
the United States imposed economic sanc-
tions on Libya and froze the assets of its lead-
ership, promising to hold Qaddafi, his family,
and the government of Libya accountable for
its human rights abuses. It is estimated that
the value of these assets exceed $30 billion.

On March 19, with the authority of the
United Nations, the United States Armed
Forces and our coalition partners launched
Operation Odyssey Dawn in an effort to en-
force the Security Council resolution. That
mission has since come under NATO com-
mand and is now called Operation Unified
Protector. Our Armed Forces have assisted in
combat operations including providing intel-
ligence, aerial refueling, targeting, and other
aspects of NATO’s daily bombardment of Liby-
an forces loyal to Qaddafi. We have already
spent over one billion taxpayer dollars on this
effort, with operations costing millions more
every day.

When the United States recognized the
Transitional National Council as the legitimate
governing authority of Libya on July 15, it
paved the way for the Council to access some
of the frozen assets to be used for humani-
tarian relief and reconstruction efforts. With
the Qaddafi regime at an end and the dictator
himself on the run and in hiding, the United
States will be moving into a posture that puts
less emphasis on military operations and more
focus on supporting the Transitional National
Council’s efforts to establish a working govern-
ment.

The United States should pursue with the
Council the viability of using some of those as-
sets to reimburse NATO members for the cost
of their military operations in support of the
Libyan people. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH
ANNIVERSARY OF BRISBANE

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 14, 2011

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of the city of Bris-
bane, California. Nestled in the lower slopes of
San Bruno Mountain, “the City of Stars”
stands as a symbol of light in the Bay Area.

Back in the sixth century the Ohlone Indians
enjoyed the abundance of resources the land
offered. They thrived as hunters and gatherers
until the Spanish conquistadores claimed the
land in the early 16th century.

The deed to the land changed hands sev-
eral times before any significant development
occurred. The need for real estate triggered by
the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake brought
new focus to the valley. Developers immersed
themselves in the area with new vigor, naming
their new hope for future growth “Visitacion
City.”

I¥ wasn’t until the arrival of Arthur Annis that
the town finally got off the ground. The
“Daddy of Brisbane” came to the area in
1929, bringing hope to an area that des-
perately needed it. During the worst years of
the Great Depression, Annis encouraged set-
tlement and development through extremely
cheap land prices. Between 1929 and 1933,
over 400 homes were built.
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